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“How can we reduce hunger and poverty, improve rural livelihoods and facilitate equitable, 

environmentally, socially and economically sustainable development through the

generation, access to and use of agricultural knowledge, science and 

technology?”

On behalf of the United Nations and the World Bank, in a four-

year-process, more than 400 scientists worked together 

with the objective of answering this vital question, 

summarizing the state of global agriculture, its 

history and its future. The result was the 

International Assessment of Agricultural 

Knowledge, Science and Technology for 

Development (IAASTD) published in 2008. 

�e �ndings contained in the IAASTD

reports are disconcerting and 

alarming, providing a warning 

about the misleading ways of the 

past and offering new ways of 

moving forward. The authors 

provide recommendations for a 

sustainable future of food and 

farming. These solutions can 

serve to guide the way to meeting 

Sustainable Development Goal 2

that aims at ending hunger, 

achieving food security and 

improved nutrition and promoting 

sustainable agriculture. �is brochure 

provides the key IAASTD messages by 

topics and o�ers updated �gures and 

new developments in food and farming.


